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Constitutional Key Terms & Vocabulary  
 

constitution 

democracy 

trial by jury 

veto 

petition government 

social contract 

John Locke 

natural rights 

consent of the governed 

Montesquieu 

separation of powers 

checks & balances 

Mayflower Compact 

Articles of Confederation 

federalism  
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division of powers 

judicial review 

natural rights 

civil rights 

delegated powers 

enumerated powers 

implied powers 

reserved powers 

concurrent powers 

Legislative Branch 

Great Compromise 

bicameral 

Congress 

Senate 

indirect senatorial elections 

House of Representatives 

3/5 Compromise 
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interstate trade 

intrastate trade 

impeach 

override 

Executive Branch 

President 

Vice President 

Electoral College 

Commander-in-Chief 

Chief Diplomat 

Judicial Branch 

US Supreme Court 

judicial review 

unconstitutional 

loose construction 

strict construction 

Unwritten Constitution 
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cabinet 

Elastic Clause 

amendment 

double jeopardy 

habeus corpus 

treason 

Bill of Rights 

Establishment Clause 

rights of the accused

 


